8. Peacemakers sometimes cause trouble. Jesus.
tumed over the tables of oppressive moneychangers (o 21316).
“When he says ‘T come not o brdng peace but division Lk 12:51), the
“peace” of which he speaks merely disguises an order ofinustice (see
Jer. 6:13-15). Towes Jesus” peacermaldng missica which nded him on

9. Peacemaking is rooted in grace, In Jesus' prajer,
our “debts” are forgiven in the measure to which we forgive others
(Mr.6:12). “Whoeveris focgiven lirfe, loves litle” (L. 7:47).Itis grace
which frees us from our fear (1 )n. 4:18) and empowers us to risk
our lives for the sake ofustice 2nd peace.

10. Peace in Christ and in creation are linked. Net
only are divisions in the luran community overcome “in Chrst”
(Gaatians 3:28), but o in the whole reted occer, The ko

edge of God and the healing of creation are peralie realties (Js. 113~ -

9). The land iself moums (Is. 33). “But ask the beasts ... and the
birds . ... or the plants, and they il teach you” of the ways of the
. Lord (ob 1270). - - :

1L Peacanalmg is 10t optional. The separaton be
tween ‘preaching the Gospel*and *working for peace and justie”
is 2 perversion of bibfical truh. Jesus prayect “Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Mt :10). We ke ifwe -

say we Jove God yet fail to assist neighbors in need (1 Jn. 4:20).
Loving enemies—whether dose at hind o far away—is the way to
become children of God (Mr. 5:4445). ~

12. God's promised future is peace. Though now
living as “aliens” in a strange bind, peacemakers have caught a
glimpse ofhowthe future vl Anallyunfold, Both Iseizhand john's
Revelation speak of the coming “hew heaven and new earth” (i,
65:17-22; Rev. 21:1). The day s coming, says Micah, when nations
“shall beat their swoeds into ploughshares . . . and neither shall
they learn war any more” (4:3-4). On that day, - creation itself~

which "has been groaning in travall . . . will be set free from its -

boridage 1o decay" (Rom. 8:19-24).
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1. Peace is the will of God. From the st chater of
Seripture, where God pronounced creation “good” (Gen. 131},
to the very ast, in John's vision of a tree

‘o the healing of the narions” (e, 222, hE #%
God pursues peace. :
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17; Hos, 17). T2 things every Chistian should know
2. Peace was the mission of Jesus. H wle % “The

‘Prince of Peace” was foretold by Isaizh (9:6). Angels an-

nouncing his birth declred “Glory to God” and “peace on
earth” (Lk. 2:14). Weeping over Jerusalem, Jesus prayed:
“would that you knew the things that make for peace” (Tk.
19:41-42). _

3. The fruit of the Spirit is peace (Gl. 522). Not
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord"
(Zech. 46). Prior to his death, Jesus sxid, “Peace  leave with
ym,"mre{m'mccmﬂmmrﬁngprcsmﬂofﬂwmm
(n. 14:2527). o :

4, Peace was the witness of the early church.
The new commuinity created in Christ bore witness by its recon-
nﬂnifeﬂmﬁlﬂp“hrﬁaﬂﬁnbdbﬂwemg:dﬂmhmﬂ
things in common” (Acts 24447; 432-37). Paul urged that the
church's "et” be “shad with the gospel of peace” (Eph. 615).

5. Peace is more than the absence of war.
Peace—shalom—ocours when captives are relessed (L 418);
wheni outcasts.are gathered (Zeph. 3:19); when the hungry
have plenty to eat (Joel 2:19-26; L. 1:53; 1 Sam. 2:1).

6. The foundation of peace is justice. “The
elfect of righteousness [justice] wil be peace” prediaed Eaizh G217).
"Righteousness and peace will kiss,” wrove the petimist [85:10}
“Sowing fustice” will result in peace, siid Hosea (10:12-14).

7. Peace, like war, is waged. Peaemales are not pas-
sive, but active. Peter, echoing the psalmist, urges us to “seek
peace, and pursue it” (1 Pet. 311 Bs. 34:14). Jesus urged wor:
shipers 1o take the initiative to setle disputes (ML 5: 23-24).

Peace includes Joving and feeding enemies {Lk 6:27; Rom. 12:20),




