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"OUR principle is, and our practices have always been, to seek peace and ensue it; to follow after
righteousness and the knowledge of God; seeking the good and welfare, and doing that which
tends to the peace of all. We know that wars and fightings proceed from the lusts of men, as
James iv. 1--3, out of which the Lord hath redeemed us, and so out of the occasion of war. The
occasion of war, and war itself (wherein envious men, who are lovers of them-selves more than
lovers of God lust, kill, and desire to have men’s lives or estates) ariseth from lust. All bloody
principles and practices, as to our own particulars, we utterly deny; with all outward wars and
strife, and fightings with - outward weapons, for any end, or under any pretense whatsoever; this
is our testimony to the whole world.

"And whereas it is objected:

"But although you now say ‘that you cannot fight, nor take up arms at all, yet if the Spirit move
you, then you will change your principle, and you will sell your coat, buy a sword, and fight for
the kingdom of Christ.’

"To this we answer, Christ said to Peter, ‘Put up thy sword in his place;’ though he had said
before, he that had no sword might sell his coat and buy one (to the fulfilling of the law and the
Scripture), yet after, when he had bid him put it up, he said, "he that taketh the when the sword,
shall perish with the sword. And further, Christ said to Pilate, “Thinkest thou, that I cannot now
pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?” And this
might satisfy Peter, Luke xxii. 36, after he had put up his sword, when he said to him. ‘He that
took it, should perish with it ;” which satisfieth us, Matt. xxvi. 51-53 And in the Revelation, it is






