Stewandship

God gave us two hands:
one to receive with and one to give with.
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The world thinks we should use all we have for newer, bigger and
better “things” for ourselves. But what if we use our financial
blessings to glorify God? The early Quakers are good examples for
us as they used their time and money to glorify God. There are
many areas of need within the responsibilities of NCYM and FUM.

How much should we give?
What is adequate, proportionate, or generous?

Gregg Koskela said, “Generous giving takes commitment and God's
power to choose to break the hold money and possessions have on
us, the desire to hoard and keep for ourselves. It takes practice to
release our time and our money and our things and recognize they
are not ours but God’s, and we have been given them to share with
an open hand.” At this time when gas prices, groceries, housing,
and just about everything is going sky high will you have to cut back
on some things? Will your giving for God’s glory suffer? The Holy
Spirit can guide us in all our decisions and especially ones we make
regarding generous giving.

Can we be more like the church, the people Paul writes about?

“And now we want you to know about the grace
that God has given the Macedonian churches.
Their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
welled up in rich generosity ...
They gave as much as they were able,
And even beyond their ability.
Just as you excel in everything -
In faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in complete earnestness and in your love -
See that you also excel in this grace of giving.”
2 Corinthians 8:1, 2b-3a,7

In Proverbs 3 we read: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to
overflowing.” I'm sure you've heard it said: You can’t out give God.

~ Judy C Ritter, Winthrop Friends Meeting

From the NCYM Stewardship and Finance Committee
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